BC Public Library Partners
c/o The BC Library Trustees Association
108-9865 140th Street
Surrey, BC, V3T 4M4

Sent via email.

October 25, 2019

Regarding Public Libraries and the 2020 Provincial Budget

Dear Minister Fleming,

Thank you for the time and attention you gave to discussing BC public libraries and the 2020
provincial budget with mayors and councilors during the 2019 UBCM Convention and Trade
Show. Those who spent time with you told us that they were heartened by your understanding
of the importance of public libraries in BC communities and the need for increased provincial
funding for public libraries.

We too spent time with mayors and councilors during the convention. Over 600 delegates
visited the Public Library Partners’ trade show booth to talk about the value of their public
libraries as community infrastructure and to show support for our $20 Million in 2020 campaign.

As you know, we are asking for an increase of $6 million in 2020 to the current annual funding
of $14 million, to go directly to the operating grants for BC public libraries. Provincial operating
grants are used to support equitable access to services, programs, and resources enjoyed by
British Columbians every day at every one of our 71 public library systems across the province.

1/2

In our work with you and the Ministry, particularly with ADM McCrea, we are strengthening a
shared understanding of the power of public libraries and the value that public library staff and
trustees bring to the communities they serve across BC. Staff and trustees embrace inclusivity,
diversity, privacy and intellectual freedom and contribute to reconciliation, to newcomer
success, to life-long learning and creativity, to making life more affordable, to improving access
to services, and to building a strong, sustainable and innovative economy for all British
Columbians.

Investing in BC public libraries is investing in BC communities.

Sincerely,

Mike Gagel

Scott Hargrove

Shirley Lew

Dana McFarland

President, BCLTA

Chair, ABCPLD

Past-President, BCLA

Chair, BCLC

CC:
Assistant Deputy Minister McCrea, Ministry of Education

The BC Public Library Partners:
Babs Kelly, Executive Director, BC Library Trustees Association (BCLTA)
Andrea Freeman, Manager, Association of BC Public Library Directors (ABCPLD)
Annette DeFaveri, Executive Director, BC Library Association (BCLA)
Kevin Millsip, Executive Director, BC Libraries Cooperative (BCLC)
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