
B.Kelly BCLTA November 2019 Board Package  1 / 12 

  
 

To support and represent trustees in advancing public libraries 
 
 
TO:    The BCLTA Board of Directors 

FROM:   Babs Kelly, Executive Director 

DATE:  October 29, 2019 

SUBJECT: BCLTA Correspondence: September 4, 2019 to October 29, 2019 

 

 

The November 2019 Board Package includes: 
 

1. Correspondence In 
• Letter: BC Library Association to the Okanagan Regional Library Board of 

Directors, cc: BCLTA President and Executive Director, September 27, 2019. 
• Letter: Fraser Valley Regional Library Board, October 17, 2019 

2. Correspondence Out 
• Email: ORL Board Chair, Karla Kozakevich, October 1, 2019 
• Email: ADM McCrea, October 1, 2019 
• Letter: Library Partners to the Fraser Valley Regional Library Board, October 

9, 2019 
• Email: R. Singh, MLA, October 17, 2019 
• Letter: Mayor Tait, October 9, 2019 
• Letters: Federal Party Leaders, J. Trudeau, J. Singh, A. Scheer, E. May, 

October, 16, 2019. Same letter was sent to all four; J. Trudeau letter in 
correspondence below.  
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BCLTA Correspondence In 
 

 
British Columbia Library Association  

September 27th, 2019  

British Columbia Library Association  

Okanagan Regional Library Board of Directors, Karla Kozakevich, Board Chair  
 
Dear Ms. Kozakevich and ORL Board members:  
 
The British Columbia Library Association (BCLA) represents over 900 members and includes an 
additional 1200 individuals and institutions that participate on our Committees and Listservs. 
What we share, as a library community, is a commitment to core library values that include 
building an inclusive and equitable society that emphasizes creative and critical thinking, 
intellectual freedom, and equitable access to information. BCLA’s core library values are further 
expressed by the Canadian Federation of Library Associations (CFLA) when it explains that the 
purpose of libraries is to safeguard and facilitate access to constitutionally protected 
expressions of knowledge, imagination, ideas, and opinions, including those which some 
individuals and groups consider unconventional, unpopular or unacceptable.  
 
The recommendation to the Okanagan Regional Library Board by CEO Don Nettleton, in the 
memo of September 9, 2019, has generated considerable concern among BCLA’s Board, 
partners and members as the recommendation contradicts the values and purposes of libraries 
in British Columbia and in Canada.  
 
Mr. Nettleton’s memo recommends that the ORL Board develop a policy that children’s 
programming should be provided in a manner that is safe, professional, and deemed acceptable 
by the bulk of society (aimed at the middle of the road) to avoid controversy and be as well 
accepted in the community as possible.  
 
BCLA’s concern is that such a description of children’s programming, or any library 
programming, is limiting, intolerant and excludes segments of the communities libraries serve. 
There is no evidence, presented or noted in the memo, to support Mr. Nettleton’s claim that the 
Drag Queen Story time, as an example of unacceptable programming, is unsafe, 
unprofessional, or unacceptable to the community. Nor is there evidence to suggest that a Drag 
Queen Story time, or any story time, influences or promotes discussions related to sexual 
orientation, gender selection, religious teaching, politics, or other divisive issues.  
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There is considerable evidence, including the number of adults and children who participated in 
the Drag Queen Story time, to suggest that community members felt safe and welcomed by 
their local library branch and enjoyed a program that was mounted by staff who are 
professionally engaged with community members on a daily basis. Additional evidence from 
sources such as the Canadian Pediatric Society, the British Columbia Ministry of Education’s 
Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity  
 
(SOGI) framework (now in all 60 school districts in BC), and the “Healthy Gender Development 
and Young Children” report by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services demonstrate 
that discussions about gender identities are beneficial for children's healthy development.  
 
The contents and recommendations in Mr. Nettleton’s memo contradict both  overall library 
values as well as the stated values and policies of the Okanagan Regional Library. Okanagan 
Regional Library’s stated values, including an emphasis on learning and discovery, equity, 
intellectual freedom and connecting people, are commendable and could act as a model for 
other libraries. Any decision by the Board to limit library programming as per Mr. Nettleton’s 
memo would undermine those values.  
 
BCLA recognizes and supports the ORL Board’s role and responsibility to create  
policies that support the work of the library and meet the needs of communities. We  
ask the ORL Board to consider this work based on shared library values including  
those core values that support inclusivity, diversity, and intellectual freedom and reject  
censorship, prejudice, preconceptions about communities, and limiting the role of the  
library in society.  

 
Should the ORL Board want or require further information BCLA would work with our partners, 
the BC Library Trustees Association and the Association of BC Public Library Directors to 
provide support.  
 
Thank you for considering our request,  
Sincerely,  

  
Christine Middlemass  
President, BC Library Association  

 
Cc:  
Scott Hargrove, Chair, Association of BC Public Library Directors  
Mike Gagel,  President, BC Library Trustee Association 
Babs Kelly, Executive Director, BC Library Trustees Association   



B.Kelly BCLTA November 2019 Board Package  4 / 12 

 
October 17, 2019  
 
Annette DeFaveri Executive Director of BCLA 150-900 Howe Street Vancouver, BC V6Z 2M4  
 
Dear Ms. DeFaveri,  
 
Thank you very much for your lovely letter of October 9th! We greatly appreciate the strong 
support of the BC library community, and especially the support of the BC Public Library 
Partners. The BC Library Association, BC Library Trustees Association, Association of BC 
Public Library Directors and the BC Libraries Cooperative have all been instrumental in 
developing and launching the “$20 million in 2020” campaign, and FVRL’s Board is proud to be 
a part of such an important initiative. The work the Partners are doing is critical to ensuring the 
Province of British Columbia remains well served by a strong, well- funded, and sustainable 
system of public libraries.  
 
A number of FVRL’s Board members visited the booth at the Union of BC Municipalities 2019 
Conference, and all were very happy to see public libraries represented so effectively to the 
provincial, regional and municipal delegates. We heard many comments on how impressive and 
eye-catching the booth looked and how professional the library Board and staff representatives 
were. Many said how great it was that the libraries were so visible, that the new and innovative 
services libraries offer were front and center, and that the community was clearly so unified.  
 
Thank you to all the Partners for the great work you do, and for representing BC’s Public 
Libraries so effectively. FVRL’s Board and staff are proud to work with the Partners, and of our 
membership in all four of these vital organizations.  
 
Best regards,  
Cllr. Gayle Martin, Fraser Valley Regional Library, Board Chair 
Scott Hargrove  , Fraser Valley Regional Library Chief Executive Officer,  
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BCLTA Correspondence Out 
 
Email: Karla Kozakevich, ORL Board Chair, October 1, 2019 
 
Hello Karla, 
  
I am writing on behalf of the BC Library Trustees Association to extend our support to 
the Okanagan Regional Library board. BCLTA has followed the media interest 
regarding the letter sent by your CEO to the ORL board regarding Drag Queen 
Storytime. As your board contemplates a response, here are a few resources BCLTA 
can offer: 
  
A monthly Bulletin where subscribers can get to better know BCLTA and the work of our 
members (each of your board members can subscribe). 
A library governance workshop delivered by a BCLTA facilitator. The information 
covered during the workshop, based on participant goals and needs, may include public 
library core values, recent and emerging trends in public libraries and the connection 
between values, trends and policy and oversight. We appreciate the workload of your 
board trustees and would be able to tailor this workshop to your needs and schedule. 
Download the TOP Workbook  (February 2019). 
  
If BCLTA can assist in any way, please feel free to reach out to either Babs Kelly, 
Executive Director (copied) or myself. Thank you. 
  
Regards, 
Mike  
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Email: ADM McCrea 
October 1, 2019 

Dear Jennifer, 
 
The BCLTA Board greatly appreciates the time you took on Saturday to attend our Board 
retreat. We trust that you left engaged with the work of BCLTA and public library trustees and 
with the importance of excellent and professional governance of public libraries across BC. 
 
Your contributions to a shared vision for public library governance and to initiatives that BCLTA 
could lead with provincial support, made a positive difference to how BCLTA sees its mandate 
and work. Importantly, you also shared with us your excitement and interest in seeing these 
initiatives grow for the benefit of public libraries and the communities they serve. 
 
We met with Mari Martin on Sunday to discuss the growth and impact of our governance 
development services and resources. The meeting included two of our volunteer workshop 
facilitators and Pawatsqwachiitl Haiyupis, a member of the Ahousaht First Nation and trainer in 
the Art of Hosting. It was an exciting day as we reviewed the impact of our services, our 
stewardship of Ministry funds ($20,000 in 2019) for developing and delivering resources and 
services, and the strong effective working relationship between the BCLTA Executive Director 
(Babs) and Mari.  
 
We are committed to keeping the conversation of our shared commitment to excellence in 
public library governance with you open and ongoing. 
 
Would you be interested in having us come to Vancouver or Victoria to deliver a mini (1 hour 
rather than 7 hours) BCLTA Governance Workshop to demonstrate our work to the Ministry? 
 
This would be an excellent opportunity for the Minister, Deputy Minister, and others to learn 
more about public library governance and the difference that public library boards make in their 
communities. This would also be a time for us to have a follow-up conversation about what is 
possible for supporting BC public library trustees.  
 
Our continued work with you is important to us. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Mike and Babs 

Babs Kelly. MLIS, MBA  
Executive Director 
BC Library Trustees Association 
 
Subscribe to our monthly Bulletin and get to know BCLTA and the work of our members better! 
  
Living and working in Prince George, on the traditional territory of the Lheidli T'enneh. 
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Email: R. Singh, MLA 
October 17, 2019 

Dear Ms. Singh, 
 
Thank you for standing in the House and speaking to the value that libraries play in the lives of 
Canadians. As you stated, libraries are more than just a place for books. 
 
As the BC Public Library Partners* we represent the trustees and staff who ensure the 
oversight, development, and delivery of public library services across BC. We would be 
honoured to meet with you and your legislative colleagues to share the exciting story of future 
focused public libraries - our governance, our services, and our unique value as social 
infrastructure in BC communities. Our commitment to equitable access, inclusvity and diversity, 
intellectual freedom, and privacy have made us critically important to poverty reduction 
initiatives, furthering reconciliation, and supporting individual and community social and 
economic well- being.  
 
We invite you to view the inspiring video BC Public Libraries 2020 and to let us know when we 
might be able to meet to continue this important discussion. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Babs Kelly on behalf of the *BC Public Library Partners: 
BC Library Association 
BC Libraries Cooperative 
Associaiton of BC Public Library Directors 
BC Library Trustees Association 

cc:  
Minister Fleming 
ADM McCrea 
-------------------- 
Babs Kelly (she/her) MLIS, MBA 
Executive Director 
BC Library Trustees Association 
 
Subscribe to our monthly Bulletin and get to know BCLTA and the work of our members better! 
  
Living and working in Prince George, on the traditional territory of the Lheidli T'enneh. 
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October 9th, 2019  

Cllr. Gayle Martin  Board Chair  Fraser Valley Regional Library  

Dear Cllr. Gayle Martin,  

We would like to thank the Fraser Valley Regional Library Board for supporting the work of CEO 
Scott Hargrove and his staff and their contributions to the Union of BC Municipalities (UBCM) 
conference and to the BC Public Library Partners*.  

The Fraser Valley Regional Library’s contribution, through Scott and his staff at the UBCM 
conference, was critical in achieving unprecedented recognition and success for all BC’s public 
libraries. Scott’s participation on the Trade Show floor was an excellent example of municipal 
diplomacy and library leadership. He was an exemplary representative of both the FVRL and 
public library CEOs across the province. Staff members Diana Marshal and Afton Schindel, led 
by Heather Scoular, provided essential guidance and promotion to conference delegates 
interacting with the “Tech Playground.” If this was the first time a delegate had interacted with 
library staff they would leave feeling welcomed, listened to, and having had an enjoyable 
experience. FVRL staff spent long days on concrete floors and were as cheerful and engaged at 
the end of the day as they were at the beginning of the day.  

The BC Public Library Partners know, from Scott, how important and supportive the FVRL 
Board has been in both UBCM and in the work of the BC Public Library Partners. We would like 
to take this opportunity to thank you for being a force behind the work that the BC Public Library 
Partners do for public libraries across the province.  

Best regards,  

Annette DeFaveri for:  

Mike Gagel, President, BCLTA   
Elizabeth Tracy, Incoming Chair, Association of BC Public Library Directors  
Shirley Lew, Past President, BCLA   
Dana Mc Farland, President, BC Libraries Cooperative   
Babs Kelly, Executive Director, BCLTA 
 Kevin Millsip, Executive Director, BC Libraries Cooperative   
Sharon Herbert, BC Libraries Cooperative   
Andrea Freeman, Executive Director, Association of BC Public Library Directors  
Cc: Scott Hargrove  
BC Public Library Partners 
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c/o BC Library Trustees Association  
108-9865 140th Street 
Surrey, BC, V3T 4M4 
 
October 9, 2019 
 
Dear Mayor Tait,   
 
Congratulations on your appointment as President of UBCM.   
 
The BC Public Library Partners1 consider the UBCM Convention to be one of our most 
important opportunities for in-person discussions with, and insights from, local government 
officials and staff. This year we had an unprecedented number of visitors to our Trade Show 
booth all wanting to talk about the importance of public libraries as infrastructure, the role of 
public libraries in social and economic development, and their support for our $20 Million in 
2020 campaign.     
 
A highlight of the booth was the inspiring video BC Public Libraries 2020 which I hope you will 
take time to watch and share with your friends and colleagues, and with your social media 
networks.  
 
You were one of the first mayors to send a letter in support of our campaign and we appreciate 
your understanding of the unique value BC public libraries bring to their communities and of the 
need for the provincial government to begin to address past funding cuts. We are asking that an 
increase in 2020 of $6 million, to the current annual funding of $14 million, go directly to the 
operating grants for BC public libraries. These provincial grants are used to support equitable 
access to services, programs, and resources enjoyed by British Columbians every day at every 
one of our 71 public library systems across the province. 
 
BC public library trustees and staff are committed to access, equity, diversity, inclusivity, 
intellectual freedom, life-long learning, privacy, and reconciliation. Investing in BC public 
libraries is investing in BC communities. 
 

                                                
1 The BC Public Library Partners are the BC Library Trustees Association (public library boards and trustees), the BC Library Association (staff & library supporters), the 
Association of BC Public Library Directors (chief librarians), and the BC Libraries Cooperative (not-for-profit library technology leaders). 
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We look forward to an opportunity to meet with you and to discuss our shared commitment to 
the ongoing development of public libraries across this province to meet the needs of 21st 
century British Columbians.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Mike Gagel, 
President, BCLTA 
 
On behalf of the BC Public Library Partners: 
Scott Hargrove, Chair, Association of BC Public Library Directors 
Shirley Lew, Past-President, BC Library Association 
Dana McFarland, Board Chair, BC Libraries Cooperative  
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BC Library Trustees Association  
108-9865 140th Street 
Surrey, BC, V3T 4M4 
 
October 16, 2019 
 
Justin Trudeau, Federal Leader of the Liberal Party 
80 Wellington Street 
Ottawa, ON K1A 0A2 
 
RE: Canada's Libraries - critical support for social infrastructure 
 
Dear Mr. Trudeau, 
 
I am writing to express my support for recommendations put forward by the Canadian 
Federation of Library Associations-Fédération canadienne des associations de bibliothèques 
(CFLA-FCAB) this election. 
 
As the President of the BC Library Trustees Association and the Board Chair for the Prince 
George Public Library, I know that millions of Canadians depend on their local library as a 
welcoming space for learning, creativity, and community connections. Public libraries embrace 
inclusivity, diversity, privacy and intellectual freedom and contribute to reconciliation, support 
research and business development, welcome newcomers, and foster life-long learning and 
creativity.  
 
Libraries play a critically important and unique role in providing equitable access to the 
resources and information necessary for a democratic society. Libraries are vital in communities 
where Canadians lack services, such as robust high-speed broadband, and enable Canadians 
to fully participate in the 21st century digital economy and digital society.  
 
Libraries are social infrastructure that anchor communities and connect Canadians.  
 
This election, the CFLA-FCAB is asking parties to commit to supporting: 
 

• A renewed investment in social infrastructure; 
• Promotion of Indigenous Ways of Knowing and language preservation; 
• Responsible and balanced copyright law for Canada; and 
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• Support for the production and delivery of accessible formats of books and other 
materials 
 

I encourage you to visit votelibraries.ca to find out more about these CFLA recommendations. 
 
I hope that libraries can count on your support if you are elected on October 21st. 
 
Thank you, 

 

 
Mike Gagel 
President, BC Library Trustees Association 
 
cc: Board of Directors, BCLTA 
 
 
 


